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Figure 7: Table of Form Elements Associated with Transects

The Land Use Plan identifies specific Transect densities for each area of the County. The Activity 
Density is the sum of people and jobs in the area divided by the acreage, yielding a total density of jobs 
plus people per acre. These figures are used for projections in Land Use and Transportation planning. 

The Activity Densities for each Transect Zone reflect both existing and future densities, although the 
future, planned land uses and densities are the primary consideration in the development of the 
Mobility and Level of Service sections of this Plan. Activity Density is used by the County to evaluate 
transit supportive density and should not be applied to individual projects.  

The final core concepts used in these Guidelines are those of the Transect and Activity Density. The 
Activity Densities for each Transect Zone can reflect either existing or future densities, although 
typically future, planned densities should be considered in the development of a Multimodal System 
Plan. 3 The data is at the Census block level and shows the sum of jobs and population in each Census 
block. The pattern of densities in the map highlights the real-world variability of densities on a block-
by-block basis. 4 

Based on the analysis of a wide variety of potential Multimodal Centers in the Commonwealth of 
Virginia according to these basic metrics of Activity Density, the following six Multimodal Center types 
and corresponding densities have been defined for these Guidelines to establish a basic palette of 
place types for planning purposes. 5

3 DRPT, Multimodal System Design Guidelines, March 2020. 
4 Ibid. 
5 Ibid. 
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